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CORONAVIRUS — WOMEN’S STATE RECOVERY 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT ROUND TABLE 

Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 
MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [2.09 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the 
women’s state recovery stakeholder engagement round table that I recently hosted. The impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic have been significant, and we know that women have been disproportionately affected. On the one hand, 
the pandemic has heightened our appreciation of nurses, healthcare and supermarket workers and other traditionally 
female-dominated roles. On the other hand, the data is telling us that women have borne the biggest job losses. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics and Australian Taxation Office data shows that women represented the largest 
percentage of job losses in 14 of 19 sectors of the economy. If this trend continues, it could exacerbate existing gender 
pay gaps in the workforce. Women disproportionately affected by job losses during the pandemic demonstrates 
how frustratingly fragile many of our gender equality gains have been. 
I am concerned that unless we keep these issues front of mind through the COVID-19 recovery, the effects of the 
pandemic will further entrench these inequalities. That is why it was so important to ensure that a round table for 
recovery was held with a specific focus on women. Stakeholders from a variety of sectors attended to provide input 
to support the state’s recovery efforts. Attendees acknowledged that although women have been disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19, we also have a real opportunity to do things differently, rather than going back to business 
as usual. 
This pandemic has highlighted that flexible work is possible in a range of sectors and that we need to value essential 
work in the health and care industries. It has also brought into sharp focus the uneven distribution of domestic and 
caring duties when working families were based at home. We have a unique opportunity to ensure that a gender lens 
is applied to recovery efforts. The pursuit of gender equality is not nice to have, or something to prioritise when 
times are good, but is critical to the effective planning and implementation of our state’s recovery. 
I am proud of the work we are progressing as a government, and I commend all the people in our community who 
are working together towards the same goal. 
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